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Hearing Unit 

The Hearing Unit allows all students who are deaf or hearing impaired to participate in the full range of 
school activities.  Students are encouraged to develop their listening skills, to use their personal hearing 
device appropriately, to trust their residual hearing and to develop spoken language skills.  Each classroom is 
fitted with a Soundfield system to further support students.  The program for each student is flexible and is 
constantly reviewed in line with student needs.  Receptive and expressive communication, and speech and 
language development are carefully tracked.  Participation in all regular school curriculum activities with 
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ORIENTATION AND TRANSITION PROGRAM 

The smooth transition for parents and their children is viewed as crucial in a successful commencement and 
journey within the School and there are numerous opportunities for new students and their families to 
attend School activities throughout the year.  It is the School’s intention that through these activities new 
families have the opportunity to meet staff, other students and parents and receive detailed information to 
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Teaching and Learning 
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND REVIEW 
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Digital Technologies 

Individual Student Support Program 
Individual Learning Support Teachers and Assistants 

Below are the values and virtues the teachers weave through the daily curriculum in a practical way: 

 
• Acceptance 
• Co-operation 
• Helpful 
• Honesty 
• Empathy 
• Compassion 
• Recognition 
• Courage 
• Determination 
• Gratitude 
• Inclusivity 

• Fairness 
• Respect 
• Responsibility 
• Trust 
• Pride 
• Success 
• Confidence 
• Assertion 
• Value 
• Self-worth 
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Specialised Assessments 

Where required, assessments involving Educational Psychologists, Occupational Therapists, Audiologists, 
Behavioural Optometrist and Speech Pathologists are recommended to gain specific information in the 
construction of appropriate programs and support. 

Handover Information 

Comprehensive social, emotional and academic information on each child provides important background 
detail for the new teacher each year, facilitating a smooth transition and program continuity. 

All of these strategies are used to ensure each child reaches their individual potential whilst taking into 
account their personal interests and abilities. 
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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 

Assessment is seen as an integral part of the learning process and crucial to the acquisition of skills and 
knowledge.  The Junior School participates in a continuous assessment and reporting approach to support 
effective learning feedback and development. 

Formative and summative assessments, together with observations and reflections, inform the provision of 
feedback to parents, students and teachers about a student’s strengths, interests, talents and areas of 
growth.  This in turn, supports the future direction and action of both learners and teachers. 

Assessment is viewed as a continuous process occurring prior to, during and at the completion of units of 
work.  Staff employ a range of practices with which to gather this information.  They include: 

• teacher observation and questioning 

• structured interviews and conferences with students 

• digital and paper-based formative testing tools 

• oral tests and assessments 

• 
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HOMEWORK POLICY 

Whilst valuing the benefits of completing various forms of home learning, the School also places significant 
emphasis on students being able to have time to play, rest and sleep.  Research and experience have taught 
us that children who do not have enough time to play and sleep are at a distinct disadvantage both 
emotionally and academically.  For further reading on this subject, please click on the following link: 
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/sleep and https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/videos/free-time-
to-play  

At Yarra Valley Grammar, homework serves a number of purposes: 

• revision for purposes of consolidation 

• reflection on learning experiences 

• remediation where a student completes extra work aimed at overcoming problems or 
clarifying skills 

• completion of tasks undertaken in class 

• preparation for future activity 

• enrichment and extension of the program 

• encouragement of self-direction and self-discipline. 
 

Students will receive homework as is required on a weekly basis.  This begins with Prep students who bring 
home readers for practice and extends to Year 6 where students are required to complete set activities in 
various subjects such as Mathematics, English and Integrated Studies.  Homework will be clearly outlined 
and shared8 ( )-1.7 (li) ( )]TJ
26 0 Td1 i9 (v)-2. (e)11.19 ( )-11y(t)-5. 2 (e 13.9 (r)14.)]TJ
26

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/sleep
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/videos/free-time-to-play
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/videos/free-time-to-play
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MATHEMATICS 

Our expert teachers employ a balanced approach to teaching Mathematics that integrates process and 
knowledge of the fundamental mathematical proficiencies of Understanding, Fluency, Reasoning and 
Problem-Solving.  We recognise the importance of a gradual release of responsibility in nurturing 
independent and confident learners.  Through explicit direct instruction, stimulating hands on activities and 
thought-provoking problem-solving tasks, we ensure an engaging learning experience that captivates 
students' interest and fuels their enthusiasm for mathematical exploration. 

A strong foundation in mathematical skills is vital for success in acquiring and utilising advanced concepts.  In 
the Junior Primary years (Prep - Year 2), we hone essential skills such as number sense, fluency, and 
problem-solving techniques.  Following the teaching principles of the Extending Mathematical 
Understanding (EMU) program, students are empowered to acquire the necessary skills to confidently tackle 
mathematical challenges.  This approach supports students at every stage of their mathematical 
development, ensuring they comprehend and internalise fundamental mathematical principles with 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

At Yarra Valley Grammar we recognise that our students live in a rapidly changing, increasingly technological 
world.  As members of the ‘information age’ it is therefore essential that students are exposed to a range of 
opportunities that develop and refine their skills in this area. 

Central to this approach is the meaningful use of Information, Communication and Learning Technologies as 
everyday tools for learning and delivering curriculum throughout the key learning areas.  Prep to Year 6 
students are progressively exposed to a variety of technological opportunities and applications which 
encourage them to engage not only as users of technology, but also as producers of new knowledge and 
understanding. 
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Specialist Subjects 
VISUAL ARTS 

Visual Arts at Yarra Valley Grammar aims to extend students’ confidence, artistic ability and social skills 
through establishing an environment where individual effort and creativity is valued and where intent, 
process and product are considered.  The teaching of skills combined with the freedom to be creative 
encourages student success at every level. 





http://www.ndp.org.au/images/factsheets/NDP_Factsheet04.pdf
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RESOURCE CENTRE 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

At Yarra Valley Grammar the outdoor education program starts at Year 2 with an overnight sleepover at 
school, culminating in Year 6 with a four-day trip to our federal capital, Canberra.  In Years 3, 4 and 5, 
students will participate in an external camp program of three to four nights.  The opportunity to spend time 
in a destination outside of school and home affords students the opportunity to forge strong connections 
with peers and experience a variety of environments. 

The Outdoor Education program aims to: 

• provide opportunities that assist students to develop empathy and respect for the 
environment 

• promote the spirit of adventure as a value and worthy personal trait 

• provide students with opportunities to develop their confidence and self- esteem 

• foster teamwork, leadership and an appreciation of others’ beliefs and personalities 

• ensure students are exposed to a diverse range of environments. 
 
Programs embrace and promote the value of play and fun in a safe and structured environment as well as 
connecting to classroom-based curriculum. 
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MUSIC AND THE PERFORMING ARTS 

The Yarra Valley Grammar community celebrates and values Music and the Performing Arts.  Students in the 




